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Sports Minister DENNIS 
HOWELL receives hair _ d 
growth tips from ELTON 
JOHN 


guessed. i i 
Former Liberal admirer Rod 


y - Stewart won't be voting for them 
thistime round, Qr indeed for any 
other party — as a tax exile living 

zi i pa ` — abroad, he is inelegible to vote. 

Sounds — Aare Against Racism “Under normal circumstances | 


issued a strongly worded press : a. would vote Liberal but | think a 
statement complaining of the ee ; majority is earen so | would 
wording of the-ad and of Labour Probably support Margaret 
hypocrisy. i i a} Thatcher. Anything for a change,” 

“Don’t Just Rock Against KENE b $ x declared the ex-Steampacket 
Racialism,” Suggested the offen: 3 3 


OLLOWING the appearance 
of full-page advertisements > 
in last week’s national rock l à 


> 


press — or at least NME and 


ding vocalist, who in those days worked 


ad, “Vote Against It. Vote Labour.” alongside a fledgling Elton on 
“Don't justwhat?” fumed RAR, A 


i TEn, Fi keyboards. £. 
xi i a A : D - i p li a = 2 d f I a z r he 
for umeme ta Mian S S _ “oliticians deaf’ — claim aed Bae ne 


Entertainment Package tour across a them will be too busy hurtling down 


Nationwide 23-date trek. “You don't “We weren't voted in. We grew up with a view to looking at the psonshe would not vote Tory was, ~ duaf carriageways in ancient 
fight against racism or control your ___ because we were necessary. Provisions on S.U.S." (Arrest on because of his distaste for tax exile Transits to dodgy gigs in the back of 
own lives by putting across ona ._ Necessary because of growing suspicion). rock stars. “It would annoy me if » beyond to stop off at their friendly 
piece of paper... you stand up, racism and fascism under Labour Declared policies aside, the | _ those people were welcomed back, local poll station to cast their 
Speak out, and rock against it.” _ government which was looking the existence of the adverts — the first he said. 4 $ miserable votes — it does seem that — 
Asked for Labour's response to the other way so fast that its neckisstill time the UK rock press has been The Watford Football Ciub We're witnessing that start of anew 
RAR'statement, a Transport House _ Stiff. s = used for political advertising — chairman continued: “People like ~ relationship between UK rock and 
spokesperson told the Thrills desk: “You don't fight racism or control . raises some interesting questions. me would feel we had hada kick in politics. eet 
“We appreciate and welcomed the your own lives by putting crosses on Like whose ideas were they? Which the stomach. It’s not justme who's » The connection is by no means 
work of Rock Against Racism andwe a bit of Paper — that’s copping out, member of the cabinet reads NME. stayed loyal to Britain — there’s Paul unprecedented. Back in the late ‘50s 
‘ould not wish them to feel upset You stand up, speak out and Rock “Apart from the main campaign,” McCartney, The Who, and others. Screaming Lord Sutch stood for 
at we've borrowed their sloganfor Against It; explained the person from Transport “I've never really votedin _ Parliament on a ticket which 
fiat we think is a very good “OK, it seems like most of us will House, “we have a small creative Previous elections. I could never. included votes at 18 (a notion much _ 
advert.” be putting our shaky little crosses in group looking at young people, from vote for Ted Heath and I'm not so -ridiculed at the time) — but most of _ 


Reports suggest that the RAR Labour's box on May 4th. Rock 18 to 24, many of whom are 


sure about Mrs. Thatcher either. The rock's political exchanges have been 


imp was not so much upset asa Against Thatcher — we mean it! But first-time voters. We wanted to show government is doing asensible job.” on strictly non-party lines. With the 
little browned off with the way some no illusions. ais a good reason to vote and not a s irror advent of the era of older rock stars 
sruatt-ass copy writer had co-opted “We're looking forward to seeing abstain whichis too prevalent _ Two days previously, the Mirror - and tax exiles, things could follow 
name. Labour start to really Rock Against among young voters” : ne gShowble eet on Sagal I ee the American pattern where in the 
e full text ofthe RAR statement, Racism — ending the racist _ It's known, however, that much of il F ae Be cen bersang en last election the rock business 
h is headed ‘Rock Hard — immigration laws, abolishing S.U.S. the impetus forthe Labour Party's B a A Aki ah iter chong. itt kE mounted a powerful campaignin 
iticians are Deaf’, is as follows: etc. Are you listening?” ` rock press campaign came from vee aj ee Ey b Srah di an nnes support of Jimmy Carter, apparently 
‘Rock Against Racism is a little Were they listening? The Labour Labour supporters within the music Bil fa up. ie “a Suras a By _ inreturn for concessions on drug = 
d that the Labour Party should Party spokesman told Thrills: “Its business, who suggested the copy y. NA KAN ME pee her aie ae laws: : 
lenly leap on its already strained exactly by the act of putting crosses and slogans for the campaign, which Shee h Esi bi ; A $ s Ei z - _ Whether that’s a good thing or not 
with full page adverts in the on pieces of paper that we make _ was Downing Street sanctioned. y pie ERE aR PES $ rae depends onyourpoliticsand — 
sic press stating: ‘Don't justrock changes ina democratic society. The ~ aoe E i and | don'twant to invade “whether vos think be rodsigians’ 
ist racism — Vote against it. _ Labour Party has always been in the ER interface between x 5 have no business po! ing their noses 
Labour’. : - forefront of change and has always ` TA TRR ii this week, Elton ELO’s Hugh McDowell and Bev into politics or whether they are, in 
Don't just what? we've just fought against discrimination on the John gave his public support to the Bevan were split betwee some perhaps mysterious way, 
loed round the country, arguing, grounds of race, sex and class." Labour Party's election campaign and Tory respectively, while $ -publicly accountable figureheads. 
! g and fighting our ___ He also pointed out that the party when he appeared in Monday's Harley declared his cross was i z i ; 
unmistakable anti-racist message manifesto pledged to “strengthen _ Daily Mirror clasping hands with destined to be “Liberal. |was es NEIL SPENCER 
d it’s left us knackered. And seven the 1976 Race Relations Act and ¿Sports Minister Dennis Howell (see _ Liberal candidate in my school mock «_ ial T 5 
andin debt Feconsider the 1824 Vagrancy Act pic) and stating that one of the elections years ago.” Mighthave ` EH R Lh 


/ho started it. So me say it was Lydon and his 
Say it was MacLaren and Seditionaries. Others 
inated in an obscure Scottish cult Wa ath mo 


As HI ON EX TRA — Tartan Chin az 


